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Patrick Gourneau took on the chairmanship of the Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa when the job paid 30 dollars a month and the United States 
Congress had passed the notorious resolution to abrogate treaties with 
American Indians, House Resolution 108, or the policy of Termination.  
 
 As Chairman Patrick Gourneau formed a coalition of determined North 
Dakota citizens.  Farmers, lawyers, state senators and Tribal leaders 
worked together to present their objections.  Patrick Gourneau eloquently 
testified and helped reverse a tide of bigotry that would have swept away 
Indian Rights.   
 
His success reversed the tide of bigotry and helped usher in a new era of 
Self Determination for Native people. 
 
Once he retired from his job as chairman Patrick Gourneau, an Ojibwe 
speaker and traditional dancer, became a cultural ambassador. He 
participated in every activity he could, from local powwow in which only a 
few people still danced, to the World's Fair in Seattle. 
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